INTO BATTLE
many thousand volunteers for mine sweeping duties. There was
a most willing response, but the engagement was for only three
months. It is now clear that it must be greatly prolonged. The
service is, of course, not only dangerous but arduous in a very
high degree. However, our volunteers from the fishing fleets
seem to have taken a liking to it, probably because everybody
knows how very necessary it is to the country and that the job
has to be done by men bred to the sea. In many seaports over
75 per cent, of those who volunteered for three months in November
now wish to continue for the duration, and the Admiralty are
going to meet their wish.
Thousands of guns of all sorts and sizes are being issued to our
merchant and fishing fleets.   The Nazis have retorted by saying
that this entitles them to break all the conventions which they
had already broken many times over.    They may, of course, apply
their methods on a larger'scale, but they have not for some time
been able to descend to any new levels of cruelty and disgrace.
I suppose the House realises that Herr Hitler and his Nazis have
quite   definitely  exceeded   the  worst   villainies  which  Imperial
Germany committed in the late war.   This brings me to a point
that I should like to put to the House.    One of the most extra-
ordinary things that I have ever known in my experience is the way
in which. German illegalities, atrocities, and brutalities are coming
to be accepted as if they were part of the ordinary day-to-day
conditions of war.   Why, Sir, the neutral Press makes more fuss
when I make a speech telling them what is their duty than they
have done when hundreds of their ships have been sunk and many
thousands of their sailors have been drowned or murdered, for that
is the right word, on the open sea.   Apparently, according to the
present doctrine of neutral States, strongly endorsed by the German
Government, Germany is to gain one set of advantages by breaking
all the rules and committing foul outrages upon the seas, and then
go on and gain another set of advantages through insisting whenever
it suits her, upon the strictest interpretation of the International
Code she has torn to pieces.   It is not at all odd that His Majesty's
Government are getting ratherVired of it.   I am getting rather
tired of it myself.   For my part, I say without hesitation that in the
interpretation of the rules and conventions affecting neutrals human-
ity rather than legal pedantry must be our guide;  and, judging
by the AUmark episode, wiiich gave so much pleasure last week,
this seems to be the opinion^ not only of the British nation, but of the
civilised world.
Let us look at the foundations upon which our sea power rests.